Semester 6 MJC 12
Manu's Theory of State

Manu's theory of state is an ancient
Indian concept that outlines the role
and structure of the state in
maintaining social order and
promoting the well-being of its
citizens. Manu, also known as
Manusmiriti, is a key figure in Hindu
philosophy and is credited with
writing the influential text
"Manusmriti" (The Laws of Manu).

Key Components of Manu's Theory
of State

1. Divine Origin: Manu believed that
the state is a divine institution,



created by God to protect the people
and maintain social order.

2. Role of the King: The king is
considered the representative of
God on earth and is responsible for
maintaining law and order,
protecting the subjects, and
promoting their welfare.

3. Dharma: The concept of Dharma
(duty) is central to Manu's theory of
state. The king's primary duty is to
uphold Dharma and ensure that his
subjects follow their respective
duties.

4. Social Hierarchy: Manu's theory of
state is based on a rigid social
hierarchy, with the Brahmins (priests
and scholars) at the top, followed by
the Kshatriyas (warriors and rulers),



Vaishyas (merchants and traders),
and Shudras (labourers).

5. Punishment and Reward: Manu
advocated for a system of
punishment and reward to maintain
social order. The king is responsible
for meting out punishment to those
who violate the law and rewarding
those who follow it.

Functions of the State
According to Manu, the primary
functions of the state are:

1. Protection of Life and Property:
The state is responsible for
protecting the life and property of
Its citizens.

2. Maintenance of Law and Order:



The state must maintain law and
order, and ensure that citizens
follow their respective duties.

3. Promotion of Social Welfare: The
state should promote the social
welfare of its citizens, including
their economic and cultural well-
being.

4. Administration of Justice: The
state is responsible for
administering justice, with the king
serving as the ultimate judge.

Criticisms of Manu's Theory of State
Manu's theory of state has been
criticized for its rigid social

hierarchy and the oppression of
lower castes. The theory has been
seen as a tool for maintaining the



power of the ruling elite and
perpetuating social inequality.

Relevance of Manu's Theory of
State

Despite criticisms, Manu's theory of
state remains relevant in
understanding the evolution of
Indian political thought and the role
of the state in maintaining social
order. The theory highlights the
importance of Dharma and the
responsibility of the state to
promote the welfare of its citizens.



